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19 February 2005

The BMC is of the opinion that 15 grams of cannabis should be sufficient for 3 months for a medical cannabis patient.  This is reflected below in the words of W.K. Scholten, head of the BMC, taken from his own Yahoo Groups medical cannabis:

From:  "Scholten, dhr. drs. W.K." <wk.scholten@m...> 

Date:  Wed Oct 20, 2004  8:06 am 
Subject:  Prices of Dutch medicinal cannabis - its reimbursement - tax deduction
In the last few days the Office of Medicinal Cannabis (OMC) got some questions about the prices and about the reimbursement of medicinal cannabis. To prevent any misunderstanding about medicinal cannabis pricing you will find more detailed information in this news letter.
Prices
Retail prices of medicinal cannabis in the Netherlands depend on the prescribed amount. These prices vary approximately from
EUR 7.90 to 8.28 per gram (USD 9.64 - 10.10) for the variety SIMM 18 and from
EUR 9.10 to 9.38 per gram (USD 11.10 - 11.44) for the variety Bedrocan
The prices are built up as follows:

1. the OMC's selling price per gram

    SIMM 18: EUR 7.12  or USD 8.68

    Bedrocan: EUR 8.25 or USD 10.07
2. the pharmacy's fee: EUR 6.10 (USD 7.44) per prescription (independent of the amount)

3. 6% turnover taxe

These prices are slightly higher then prices on the illicit market in the Netherlands. The average price in the Dutch coffee shops is EUR 6.45 (UDS 7.86). Of course, these prices do not include any turnover tax.
15 grams of medicinal cannabis should be sufficient for about 3 months of medical use, if used as recommended with a nebuliser. This results in a price per day of EUR 1.99 to EUR 2.29 (USD 2.43 - USD 2.80) (The Office of Medicinal Cannabis does not recommend to smoke, but instead to use a vaporizer or to drink it as a herbal tea. Especially a vaporizer is much more efficient then smoking cannabis cigarettes and lacks the lung cancer risk of smoking.) 

Source:  cannabisoffice@yahoogroups.com
PHARMO Instituut conducted a survey on the medicinal use of cannabis for the Ministry of Volksgezondheid, Welzijn en Sport.  According to the results shown in their report “Medicinaal gebruik van cannabis”, 30.2% of those patients questioned used less than 1 packet (5 grams) per week; 36.4% of those patients questioned used 1-2 packets (5 grams each) per week; 33.3% of those patients questioned used plus or minus 2 packets (5 grams each) per week.  

These actual useage numbers from patients who obtain their cannabis at the pharmacy are many times higher than the 15 grams per month which Mr. Scholten says should be sufficient for 3 months of use.  

Also in this PHARMO study, only 6.5% of the patients questioned were using a vaporizer.  

We believe the amount stated by Mr. Scholten of 15 grams for 3 months does not represent the actual amount required by patients.  If you use the results from the survey, 36.4% of the patients use between 20 and 40 grams per month.  This would calculate to between 60 and 120 grams for a 3 month period, vastly different from the 15 grams per month stated by Mr. Scholten, head of the BMC (Bureau of Medical Cannabis).

